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In April 2021, a new 4-year investigation officially started exploring the importance of hybrid

schistosomes in Malawi. This Wellcome Trust/NIHR funded study is entitled "HUGS:

Hybridisation in urogenital schistosomiasis”, a novel collaboration between LSTM and MLW.

A recently published formative study on 

schistosomiasis in Lake Malawi

Following from a Joint Investigator Award from the Wellcome Trust/NIHR, several researchers in UK, Malawi

and Australia are now working together to develop a Onehealth response to the concerning rise of hybrid

schistosomes. The HUGS investigation is a multidisciplinary longitudinal population study seeking to reveal

the transmission biology, epidemiological impact and clinical importance of Schistosoma haematobium-

hybrids in Mangochi and Nsanje Districts. The HUGS team aims to unravel the complex and dynamic

epidemiology of urogenital and intestinal schistosomiasis and, after COVID-19 travel restrictions were lifted,

conducted a pilot study in October 2021, which provided material for the HUGS website and Twitter account.

The Table highlights key symptoms of men with MGS and

this study called for improved accessibility to MGS

diagnostics and targeted PZQ treatments within control

interventions. The HUGS study will assess how MGS is

perhaps altered by hybrid schistosome infection(s).

The HUGS website is at www.lstmed.ac.uk/hugs

Core to HUGS communications and future research uptake

strategy has been the creation of a twitter account. The

Twitter account promotes our research reports and blogs.

Challenges experienced in the field were reported with initial

findings highlighted. Collectively, this helps to set our

future research agenda in the field and in the laboratory.

HUGS is mindful of the new WHO 2022 Guideline for

Control and Elimination of Schistosomiasis and how we

can each contribute to this 2030 NTD agenda.

Our website features our previous papers and current blogs.


